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After listening for at least two hours to more than 100 speakers giving their opinions about whether 
Charlotte should host the 2020 Republican National Convention, Charlotte City Council voted narrowly in 
favor of the convention. The vote took place on Monday afternoon. 
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After a 3 %-hour debate, 
Charlotte City Council narrowly 
voted Monday to support host- 
ing the 2020 Republican Na- 
tional Convention. 

With their vote in favor of 
allowing the city manager to 
negotiate contracts with the 
Republican National Committee 
and the local host committee, 
city leaders expect to win the 
convention this week. The RNC 
site selection committee will 
make its decision at a vote in 
Austin, Texas. 

The final City Council vote 
was 6-5. Council members de- 
bated whether Charlotte could 
host President Donald Trump 
without endorsing him and his 
administration’s controversial 
policies, but they ultimately 
decided that the potential bene- 
fits outweigh risks to the city. 

More than 100 speakers who 
gave their opinion to City Coun- 
cil were passionate but mostly 
civil. However, the council de- 
bate showed how divided the 
city — like the nation — is, with 
a council member comparing 
Trump supporters to the KKK 
while others said the convention 
is Charlotte’s best chance to 
shine on the national stage. 

Democrat Larken Egleston, 
who represents District 1, had 
been publicly undecided before 
the vote. He cast the deciding 
vote in favor of hosting the 
GOP. 

“T will not combat the dis- 
appointing characteristics of this 
president by emulating them,” 
Egleston said. “Hosting the 
RNC in Charlotte in no way 
implies our endorsement of this 
president.” 

The yes votes were Repub- 
licans Ed Driggs and Tariq Bok- 
hari, and Democrats Egleston, 
Julie Eiselt, Greg Phipps and 
James Mitchell. 

The no votes were Democrats 
Justin Harlow, Braxton Winston, 
Dimple Ajmera, LaWana May- 
field and Matt Newton. 

“This president is dangerous,’ 
said Harlow. “I’d no sooner 
bring Donald Trump to Char- 
lotte ... than I’d welcome a 
Klan rally to Charlotte.” 

Democratic Mayor Vi Lyles, 
who championed the bid, said 
leading the effort was “the most 
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Charlotte City Council votes on pursuing a bid for the 2020 
Republican National Convention. The yes votes were Republicans Ed 
Driggs and Tariq Bokhari, and Democrats Egleston, Julie Eiselt, Greg 
Phipps and James Mitchell. Those voting no were Democrats Justin 
Harlow, Braxton Winston, Dimple Ajmera, LaWana Mayfield and Matt 
Newton. 


© wore insive 


Key points of the RNC-related contracts. 
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difficult decision of my career.” 

After the meeting, she reaf- 
firmed her earlier position that 
she would not give a welcoming 
address. It’s common practice 
for a host city mayor to welcome 
delegates, even of the opposing 
party. 

She said after the meeting she 
would fly to Austin this week if 
Charlotte wins the convention. 

Several RNC members and 
other Republicans heading to 
Austin for the committee’s sum- 
mer meeting, which runs 
Wednesday to Friday, shrugged 


off the dissent before the vote. 
They said the momentum con- 
tinued to be with Charlotte, 
though they cautioned that 
nothing is yet a done deal. 

“T think that’s just a lot of 
people that like to stir up some- 
thing that’s not there,” said 
Steve Scheffler, a Republican 
National Committee member 
from Iowa, speaking broadly 
about the prospect of Democrat- 
ic pushback. 

After the council vote, one 
RNC member familiar with the 
site selection process said: “I am 
personally pleased and look 
forward to advocating to fellow 
RNC members that we hold our 
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ALEXANDER ZEMLIANICHENKO AP 


President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin hold 
a press conference Monday after their meeting at the Presidential 
Palace in Helsinki, Finland. 


Trump questions 
US intel findings, 
sides with Putin 


© More insive 


BY JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS 


New York Times Sen. Richard Burr and other Republicans 


criticize Trump's statements. 6A 
HELSINKI 

President Donald Trump 
stood next to President Vladi- 
mir Putin of Russia on Monday 
and publicly challenged the 
conclusion of his own intelli- 
gence agencies that Moscow 
interfered in the 2016 presi- 
dential election, wrapping up 
what he called a “deeply pro- 
ductive” summit with an ex- 
traordinary show of trust for a 
leader accused of attacking 
American democracy. 

“They said they think it’s 
Russia; I have President Putin, 
he just said it’s not Russia,” 
Trump said, only moments 
after the Russian president 
conceded that he had favored 
Trump in the election because 
of his promises of warmer 
relations with Moscow. 

“T will say this: I don’t see 
any reason why it would be” 
Russia that was responsible for 
the election hacking, Trump 
added. “I have great confi- 
dence in my intelligence peo- 
ple, but I will tell you that Pres- 
ident Putin was extremely 
strong and powerful in his 
denial today.” 

The 45-minute news confer- 
ence offered the remarkable 
spectacle of the American and 
Russian presidents both push- 
ing back on the notion of Mos- 
cow’s election interference, 
with Putin demanding evi- 
dence of something he said 
had never been proved and 
Trump appearing to agree. 

When asked directly whether 
he believed Putin or his own 


intelligence agencies, Trump 
said there were “two thoughts” 
on the matter and then 
changed the subject, demand- 
ing to know why the FBI never 
examined the hacked comput- 
er servers of the Democratic 
National Committee and ask- 
ing about the fate of emails 
missing from the server of 
Hillary Clinton, his campaign 
rival. 

“Where are those servers?” 
Trump said. “Where are 
Hillary Clinton’s emails?” 

His performance drew howls 
of protests from Democrats 
and some Republicans, 
prompting John Brennan, who 
served as CIA director under 
President Barack Obama, to 
suggest that the remarks war- 
ranted Trump’s impeachment. 

“Donald Trump’s press con- 
ference performance in Helsin- 
ki rises to & exceeds the 
threshold of ‘high crimes & 
misdemeanors,” Brennan 
wrote on Twitter, calling the 
president’s behavior “treaso- 
nous.” “Not only were Trump’s 
comments imbecilic, he is 
wholly in the pocket of Putin.” 

House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wis., released a statement 
saying, “there is no question 
that Russia interfered in our 
election and continues attempts 
to undermine democracy.” 

Asked by an American re- 
porter whether he had wanted 
Trump to win and directed an 
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BANK BOOSTED 
BY TAX CUTS 


Bank of America said it 
made $6.8 billion in profit 
in the second quarter, up 
33 percent from the same 
period last year. 4A 


PRISON SAFETY 
ON TRIAL 


Lawyers for former 
inmates tell federal jury 
that N.C. prison officials 
made it easy for inmates 
to attack. 3A 
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